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Grant Provides Financial Relief for Those with Tick-borne Diseases

Elizabeth White Fund for Lyme Disease Awards Grant to Lyme Connection 
Ridgefield, CT (June 1, 2016) –Ridgefield-based Lyme Connection has received a $15,000 grant from The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven to support patients with medical expenses. These funds will be used to assist Connecticut residents in need of financial aid in the diagnosis and treatment of Lyme and other tick-borne diseases from doctors following the International Lyme and Associated Diseases Society (ILADS) guidelines. Submission details for requesting funds can be found on the LymeConnection.org website.
“Lyme Connection, formerly the Ridgefield Lyme Disease Task Force, helps residents of Connecticut by providing evidence- based BLAST prevention programs, education, resources and support for those suffering from tick-borne diseases. Receiving a grant from the Elizabeth White Fund for Lyme Disease means we can help with the tremendous financial burden patients face due to medical bills related to long-term Lyme care," according to Karen Gaudian, co-chair and founding member of Lyme Connection.

“Honoring and acting on donor intent is an important part of The Community Foundation’s stewardship role,” says Tricia Caldwell, Director of Communications for The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven. “Betsey White lived with Lyme disease, educating herself about it and offering support and encouragement to others who were similarly dealing with its debilitating effects. In keeping with her wishes, individuals dealing with Lyme and other tick-borne diseases will forever be supported through the fund she established by bequest.”
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Lyme Connection is a nonprofit group representing patients, family members, practitioners, researchers and community members committed to ending the suffering caused by tick-borne diseases. The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven is a philanthropic institution that was established in 1928 as the community's permanent charitable endowment. To learn more about this grant, please visit LymeConnection.org.

Thanks to the generosity of three generations of donors, The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven awarded over $30 million in grants and distributions in 2015 from charitable assets of more than $500 million and composed of hundreds of individually named funds. In addition to its grantmaking, The Community Foundation helps build a stronger community by taking measures to improve student achievement, create healthy families in New Haven, promote local philanthropy through www.giveGreater.org® and The Great Give®, and encourage better understanding of the region. The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven’s 20 town service area includes: Ansonia, Bethany, Branford, Cheshire, Derby, East Haven, Guilford, Hamden, Madison, Milford, New Haven, North Branford, North Haven, Orange, Oxford, Seymour, Shelton, Wallingford, West Haven and Woodbridge. For more information, visit www.cfgnh.org or follow The Foundation on Facebook (www.facebook.org/cfgnh) and Twitter (www.twitter.com/cfgnh).
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